
Stop the Murdoch (Flt 93) Memorial Blogburst: Memorial Project Superintendent
lies about receiving threats

Description

Joanne Hanley, superintendent of the Flight 93 Memorial Project, cannot answer the damning facts
about the crescent design (now called a broken circle), so she has decided to slander the people who
are pointing them out. In a speech at the Memorial Projectâ€™s August 2nd meeting, she cited a list of
â€œthreatsâ€• she had received from critics, saying for instance that her â€œcareer would be
destroyed.â€•

In defense of Superintendent Hanley, Flight 93 family member Calvin Wilson expressed his disgust at
the violent threats and charged that critics were acting like the terrorists themselves. Three
Pennsylvania newspapers covered Hanleyâ€™s claims to have been threatened, one editorialized
against the uncivilized critics, and a Memorial Project press release highlighted Wilsonâ€™s outraged
response to the supposed threats.

It is all a lie. Here is the Letter to the Editor that Alec Rawls just sent to the duped Pennsylvania
newspapers, exposing Superintendent Hanleyâ€™s deception:

A warning is not a threat. A warning is to protect against a threat.

As the lead organizer of the movement to stop the crescent design, I can tell you who made the
statements that Superintendent Hanley was complaining about. I recognized every one of the phrases
she cited as coming from myself. It is ME who Joanne Hanley is accusing of making threats, an
accusation that is not just false, but grotesquely dishonest.

What Joanne Hanley is casting as threats were WARNINGS, trying to alert her to the threat posed by
architect Paul Murdoch and his scheme to plant a giant Mecca-oriented crescent on the Flight 93 crash
site. This is one of Superintendent HanleyÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s excuses for refusing to heed warnings about the
crescent design. She pretends that warnings are threats and hence SHOULD NOT be listened to.

When I couldnÃ¢â‚¬â„¢t get Hanley to look to the facts for the countryÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s sake, I tried to appeal
to her instinct for self-preservation, warning her of the personal consequences of MurdochÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s
attempt to stab a terrorist memorial mosque into the heartland of America. (That is the meaning of a
crescent that Muslims face into to face Mecca: it is the central feature of a mosque.)
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As I put it in a March 2006 email to both Superintendent Hanley and Project Manager Jeff Reinbold:

I have been trying to save your lives and your careers for six months. It is not too late for
you. You can still do your jobs and investigate the basic facts I have warned you about, like
the Mecca-orientation of Murdochâ€™s original Crescent of embrace, and the continued
presence of Murdochâ€™s original crescent in the redesign.

Shortly after this email, Joanne Hanley told me why she was not concerned about the almost-exact
Mecca orientation of the giant crescent. In a conference call with Jeff Reinbold, she told me that:
Ã¢â‚¬Å“It isnÃ¢â‚¬â„¢t exact. ThatÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s one we talked about. It has to be exact.Ã¢â‚¬Â• (The giant
crescent points 1.8Ã‚Â° north of Mecca, Ã‚Â± .1Ã‚Â°.)

If she had admitted to the public what she was admitting in privateÃ¢â‚¬â€•that the giant crescent does
indeed point almost exactly to MeccaÃ¢â‚¬â€•it would have been okay. The people of Pennsylvania
would be able to decide for themselves whether a giant Mecca-oriented crescent makes an acceptable
memorial to the victims of Islamic terrorism, so long as it does not point EXACTLY at Mecca. Instead,
the Memorial Project decided instead to deceive the public, sending an academic fraud from the
University of Texas to assure the press that there is no such thing as the direction to Mecca:

Daniel Griffith, a geospatial information sciences professor at the University of Texas at
Dallas, said anything can point toward Mecca, because the earth is round. [Post Gazette,
Ã¢â‚¬Å“Flight 93 memorial draws a new round of criticism,Ã¢â‚¬Â• August 18, 2007.]

Just as I warned Superintendent Hanley that her career was in jeopardy, I also warned Dr. Griffith that
his career would be destroyed if he did not correct this blatant disinformation. Like Hanley, Griffith too
interpreted my warning as a threat, as if it would be ME who was responsible for the harm to his
reputation, when he was covering up evidence of an enemy plot by lying about basic geometry,
pretending that there is no direction between two points on planet earth.

In spite of the Memorial ProjectÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s active cover-up of MurdochÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s plot, I continued to
treat Superintendent Hanley as what she is: a fellow countryman aboard a hijacked airplane who is in
need of rescue. As I put it in another email to Superintendent Hanley last November:

I donÃ¢â‚¬â„¢t want you to be hurt here. There is only one bad guy in this story: Paul
Murdoch. I want to help everyone else get off of this hijacked airplane. Ã¢â‚¬Â¦ I am not
your enemy. I am your friend. I am the one who has been trying to save you, for two
damned years, and I still am, despite your persistent public slanders against me.

Is it even POSSIBLE to be clearer? A warning is not a threat. A warning is to protect someone from a
threat, as my communications spelled out over and over. For Joanne Hanley to pretend that these
warnings about the threat she is facing were threats in themselves is deliberate dishonesty. For her to
tell Calvin Wilson that these attempts to protect her from MurdochÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s plot were violent threats
against her, prompting Wilson to use his status as a family member to attack critics on this dishonest
basis, is even worse.
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Joanne Hanley is not the only person I am warning. Every Pennsylvanian is aboard this hijacked
airplane. How can the newspapers of Pennsylvania let stand a fraudulent claim that there is no such
thing as the direction to Mecca? How can the educated people of Pennsylvania, the math teachers, the
college students, the politicians, let such a fraud stand, when every one of you knows that Muslims face
Mecca for prayer?

If Pennsylvanians continue to be willfully blind to easily verifiable evidence of an enemy plot in your own
back yard, history will not be kind to you.

Alec Rawls
Palo Alto CA
August 12, 2008

Morality requires trust in truth
Imagine if one of the passengers on Flight 93 was told that if they did not retake the airplane, they
would be killed when the terrorists flew the airplane into a building. If the passenger was Joanne
Hanley, she would say: â€œStop threatening me!â€•

Any excuse to avoid the truth, no matter how nonsensical or even suicidal. A photo-negative of the
fighting spirit of Flight 93.

Asked by Pilate to account for himself, Jesus answered: Ã¢â‚¬Å“To this end was I born, and for this
cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness unto the truth.Ã¢â‚¬Â• (Jn. 18:37.) Jesus
wasnÃ¢â‚¬â„¢t a witness for the truth only sometimes, or only about matters of salvation. He proceeded
from the factual truth of every situation that crossed his path, and called upon the rest of us to similarly
trust in truth.

Secular moral reason demands the same thing. Anyone who thinks that it can somehow be right or in
their interest to avoid or suppress the truth will through that avoidance of the truth become divorced
from reality, with the inevitable effect that their ideas about what is right or in their interest can only be
wrong. This is the irrationality of the Memorial Project. They proceed on the assumption that the
crescent design is innocent, while self-consciously covering up evidence that it is not.

This malfeasance puts the rest of our society to the test. All of the people who we pay to check and
report the facts: government, academia and the media, are all desperately trying to suppress the truth.
That leaves it up to the rest of us to witness and communicate the truth about Murdochâ€™s plot.
(Some basic facts, and how to verify them for yourself, posted here.)
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