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Everything Old is New Again
Description

While scouring the net for historical data, | found this essay by a Chief Petty Officer Fredrick Harman in
August 1965:

a€cels Americanism Dead?a€e
Chief Harmon wonders then as we do nowa€,.
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PAEE 5 THE STAR

IS AMERICANISM DEAD?

BY CHIEF FREDRICK HARMAN

e What has happened to Americanism? Iz it
gone Torever from today's modern and hectic
world? One might think =o by virture of
recent newspaper headlines, such as: Col-
lege atudents picket White Heuse on U.S.
action in Viet HNam; American Hazi Party
marches in protest; Klu Klux Klan under in-
vestipation; teen-ape motorcycle club on
rampape. ard terrorizes asmall town: con-
scientious objecter wants discharge from
Army; eto,, ete, Sound cbmmo'nglaﬂe! How
could this happen in America - in a Jlandto
which each and every one of us should mve
eternal gratitude for thoss before us? They
have +toiled, sacrificed ond given their
very lives in the protection of our free=
doms which these ipdividusls mamipulate,
amize and misappler.

Is Americanism and patriotism  beceming old-hat? In retre-
s'pect, fur thoge who can remesmber as I do, with a great amocunt

ia - the Freedom Rallies of the old days; the good
l-'.:l.d's

1:;‘ J v with red, vhite and bluecrepe paper on the

#’t‘riagaa, how wonderful it wasz to march in a

parade az n p.nd‘ dad point wou out with pride
a8 you ma,rched b:,r, {% t in your throat each time
"The Stars and Stripea Fo ﬁwd i 't.he war vetarans
marching straight and proud i.n th q&h :ied uniforms
that now were jJust a 1ittle too tight: & ""{01.. wanted to
get ‘up and march after’ sgeing the movie, "fankee Deocdle Dan-
dia", ete. Don't be dismayed, the Iloyal Americam iz still
hﬁml Let's not be discoursped into thinking that the attitude
ef  these groups is the attitude of the mejority of Amerlcans
just because thelr reapacious actions always seem to make head-
lines. Patriotizm, loyalty and devotion to country iz still
symbolic of the true American. The toil and achievements of
millions of courageous and dedicated Amerfcans areztill poing

on, though never making headlines. As Shakespears said, "The .
evil men do, lives after them; the good ia often intarred in

their bonea."

What 18 shameful, is the misusa of the sacrilfice of thouzands
of brave Tathers, Fathers who pgave thelr lives on Normandy,
and other battle frowts of the world, to protect the freedoms
that their sons are now misusing. This misuwse atems, perhaps,
frem an ipnorance of true facte and 4 distorted idea that this
is the way to get one kicks out of 1ife. For example: the son
who Joined the Mazi Party and row ldealizes the odious teach-
ings of & madman, whose value of human 11fe was infinitesmal,
i3 yasting the sacpifice of the father who pave nis life for
freedom  and to protect him from the wery things he now adver-
tiaes by display of hizs swastika armband.

Most present day Americans might not flagrantly,display their
devotion to our country as n"t.eh as they should but it i=
there - = Believe me, it 4s there. Ask our athletes, the
young men and women who particioated in the last Olympic Games
in Tekyo. They were sa proud and revepentswhen standing in the
areny te receive their medals, as. the Natiopal Anthem was
played in their honor, that tears flowed openly and freely
[ineluding the tears of pride frem their fellow Amerfcans in
the stards). And how about the time the first sstromaut was
sent up, and all these that Followed - - wasn't it asz if you
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yourself were doing 4%t = - it was in a sense, as they repre-
sented you. A= an American you deserved to be proud - - your
country's rprestige went on an all time high. Anyone that has
ever Seon 4 military fungral knows of the hedrt-tearing cere-
mony connected with the presentation of the Flag to = leved
one. I have sgen mothers and wives kiss and hold our flap to
their hearts, preudly and tearfully,cherishing it as a repra-
sentation of the part it played in the life of the one they
loved. And lastly, is that G.I. lying in the mud of Viet ¥am,
he is our quartercack of freedom and he's carrying. the ball
for we all., If we,the line, fail to held,he'll never make the
touchdown.

Your country did not achieve its greatness by shirking its
responsibilities. Our forefathers wers willing to give thelir
fortunes and their lives in the protection of ocur freedoms.
Unfortunately there are always some individuals that want te
reap the banefits of somecho's toils without being willing to
protect these same benefits of freedom Tor future generations.
Thank God they are in the minority.

Patriotism is not old-hat, £t is here and shall always be &
part of the true American. Don't let your Teelings lie dor-
mant. You know what your country standa for,and you know your
heritage,. be prewd and grateful - - grateful for America, for
your (freedoms and especially for tne privilege of being an
Amarivarn.

Page 3

Footer Tagline


https://www.chaoticsynapticactivity.com/images/military_pics/proteus_newsletter_article_cont.jpg

