
215 Years Ago: It’s Bill of Rights Day!

Description

Dec 15th, 1791, the Bill of Rights was adopted. Not a well known anniversary in all my years, but
certainly and particularly in these times, an important moment to remember what it took to get those
first 10 amendents ratified by the feldgling nation. Think about it and then compare the concern over
how long it is taking to get democratic ideas to take root in the middle east.

1776 to 1781: 5 years just to get our Constitution
1781 to 1789: 8 years to propose these modifications to the original document to proclaim many
important concepts we hold dear 215 years later.

1789 to 1791: 2 years to get 10 of the 13 states to ratify 10 of the originally proposed 12 amendments.

So…my new math says that was 15 years of struggle to get there.

The history says a foundation of the Bill of Rights was the Magna Carta, written in 1225. Consider that
as part of the timeline and then consider exercising some patience while more of the world finds out
how great freedom and democratic principles are for them.

In the mean time, Happy Bill of Rights Day and, readers and bloggers alike, let’s really enjoy our
freedom of speech!

Update 12/16/2006: Consider this addition by RTO Trainer:

Hey, tack on three more years to develop a national defense capable of defending the
nation. You can front load another year to 19 April 1775, to the start of the war. 19 years
from start to legitimate and secure.
And two rebellions, an attmpted military coup, disaffected soldiers running Congress out of
town, and an indigenous insurgency along the way to boot.

But then again, they didn’t have Daily Kos and the Democratic Underground to deal with either…:)
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