
Courage, Conviction and Devotion 62 Years Ago

Description

This is a repeated post, but a story worth reading and remembering on this day.

This is, by necessity, a long post. It is a story to honor those who have braved combat, and displayed
great courage. Please read it through, and then tell others about it.Somewhere in a box, I have a
picture. It is three elementary school children and a blonde German Shepard-Elkhound mix puppy
standing next to a monument. The picture was taken in 1962 or 63, and it is my two sisters and I, and
our dog, Scooter.All of that is important, and it’s not. What is not as important is how my life has been
intertwined with the name cast on the brass plate, and what is is the bigger story, the story of how that
name came to be placed on the monument.

As I sat down to gather the links, I re-read the Medal of Honor citation. It covered a period from April
29th through May 21st. One some web pages, the day of this man’s most significant action, is listed as
May 5th, 1945, which, was a Saturday, by the way. Hang on to that fact, you’ll need it by the end of the
post.
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The monument was then, the day of the picture of my sisters and I, located near a sugar cane field on
the island of Okinawa. It was there my father told us a story of an Army Medic by the name of Corporal
Desmond T. Doss, who distinguished himself (that day) by climbing an escarpment, repeatedly,
venturing out onto a machine gun fire swept battle field of open, relatively flat ground, to recover his
fellow soldiers, and lower them down the escarpment to safety. A brave man indeed, but he was braver
still, in the context of then, and even today than those key points describe.Desmond T. Doss is (he is
still living) a 7th Day Adventist. This Christian denomination does not believe in the taking of life.
Desmond Doss could have easily avoided service in WWII. Because of his upbringing and personal
faithfulness, a request for CO status would have, most likely, been granted without question. Yet,
Desmond T. Doss joined the Army, not to kill, but to save lives. 

Note before the “jump:” Desmond Doss passed away 3/23/2006.

Read the rest of the post here in original form
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